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AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

●​ Medical anthropology; qualitative methods; inductive & framework analysis; stakeholder communication 
●​ HIV prevention, treatment & engagement in care for youth, MSM, and precarious populations  
●​ TB prevention, health care system coordination in global settings  
●​ East Africa (Kenya, Uganda), California, México 
●​ Traditional medical systems: professional level in Classical Chinese and Japanese medicine diagnosis and 

treatment; working knowledge of Ayurveda, Unani Tibb, and traditional East African medicines 
 
EXPERIENCE  
University of California, San Francisco​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ San Francisco, CA 
Research Analyst, Division of Global Health, Infectious Disease, and HIV (May 2021 - Present) 

●​ SEARCH, part of the East Africa Program housed within the Division of Prevention Sciences, Infectious 
Diseases, HIV, and Global Health, serves as the social sciences core for a broad range of multi-year and 
multi-country large biomedical trials in the area of HIV/AIDs, primarily in rural Kenya and Uganda, 
collaborating internationally and across UCSF. 

●​ Writing & Stakeholder Communication: Led writing on 18 first- or second-author peer-reviewed qualitative 
scientific papers in high-impact journals since 2022, average of 4 publications/year; delivered 8 
presentations to audiences of 50 people or more since 2021 

○​ Analyzed qualitative data; conceived, developed, and wrote social science and qualitative clinical 
papers with team members at UCSF and partner institutions in East Africa. 

○​ Presented findings to senior Principal Investigators, international partners (from KEMRI and IDRC), 
and funders from NIH, NIAID, NHLBI; prepared additional presentations for representatives from 
PEPFAR. 

●​ Mentoring: Developed team member skills in qualitative data analysis, closely mentored team members on 
qualitative data analysis and manuscript writing 

○​ SONET: A SEARCH sister study. Mentored team on qualitative analysis of pilot study of 20 
participants (caregivers, community health workers, providers) testing feasibility of pediatric 
tuberculosis prevention in rural Uganda. Second author for qualitative paper. 

○​ Peer reviewer for Social Science & Medicine - Population Health, PLOS Global Public Health, BMC 
Medical Ethics, BMC Health Services Research, Discover Health Systems, Discover Public Health, JIAS 
(Journal of the International AIDS Society), and  CARTA (Consortium for Advanced Research Training 
in Africa). 

●​ Project management for qualitative SEARCH substudies.  
○​ Prepared informed consent forms, SOPs, tracking spreadsheets, and related study documents for 6 

substudies, including respective funders and IRBs. 
○​ Refined in-depth, semi-structured interview guides; created a priori and inductive codebooks for 

analysis, and developed innovative methods to increase contributions from our globally-dispersed 
research team. 

●​ UCSF co-lead for Ethics and Community Involvement working group in the Equitable Global Health 
Partnerships Initiative, whose aim is to create a more equal, transparent, and mutually respectful 
collaborative environment with partner institutions.  
 

Sr Clinical Research Coordinator, Division of Infectious Disease (Nov 2018 - June 2021) 
●​ The ANCHOR study (Anal Cancer HSIL Outcomes Research), an NIH-funded study of 4459 participants at 25 

sites across 16 US cities (10,723 screened, including 280 transgender patients), to determine the best way to 
reduce anal cancer rates among people living with HIV > 35+ years old. Treatment demonstrated 60% lower 
progression to anal cancer compared to active monitoring (control) arm. Co-author on 1 paper. 

●​ Facilitation: Pivoted monthly conference calls for two committees (Recruitment Committee, Community 
Advisory Board) to increase interaction between local clinical research coordinators, facilitate collegiality, 
and mentor local sites; Reinvigorated vendor relationships to implement texting service for retention, 
branded retention gifts for participants.  

●​ Data & Metrics: Continually surveyed site needs relating to key populations, recruitment networks, and 
consenting challenges to develop organizational strategic plans (targets, workforce development, 
conference objectives); Maintained metrics to analyse social media campaign success from click-through 
rate (CTR) up to study enrollment; Analyzed reliability & comparability of that data and presented data & 
strategy to PI and Coordinating Committees.  

●​ Public Speaking & Interviewing: Presented updates at national study conferences; led workshops on peer 
community recruitment at four local sites; conducted qualitative interviews for substudy on sexual and 
gender minority recruitment and participation in the study.  

●​ Messaging: Assess the health literacy of study population, developed materials and messaging to ensure 
comprehensive coverage of affected individuals and populations; workshop on visual display of qual data. 

https://globalprojects.ucsf.edu/project/search-sustained-east-africa-research-community-health-study-kenya-and-uganda-gates
https://globalhealthsciences.ucsf.edu/our-work/equitable-partnerships/
https://globalhealthsciences.ucsf.edu/our-work/equitable-partnerships/
https://anchorstudy.org/providers
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Project Policy Analyst, California DPH, Building Healthy Online Communities Project (Aug 2017 - Feb 2018)​  

●​ BHOC (Building Healthy Online Communities Project) is a partnership between dating app owners & public 
health leaders in STD Prevention & Control.  

●​ Public Health Messaging: Coordinated meeting of 16 communication & public health professionals from 
around the US to discuss ways to align social messaging regarding PrEP, PEP, & STD prevention; Advocated 
for use of evidence in decision-making around what messaging to use in which communities (e.g. gain vs loss 
frames in messaging). Planned Twitter strategy to build brand and convey information to professionals & 
public; focused website copy & social media profiles with user-centred design, embedded video options.  

●​ Financial management: Processed monthly/quarterly invoices & solved budget issues. 
●​ Policy training: Participated in the National Coalition of STD Directors Policy Academy training (March - July 

2018) to develop skills in action planning, coalition building, communication & visual messaging, 
culminating in lobby visits on Capitol Hill. Project: expand HPV vaccine access to all PrEP users in SF. 

 
Senior Survey Worker/ RA, Division of Global Health, HIV, & Infectious Disease (Jul 2015 – Dec 2016) ​  

●​ Connect4Care (C4C), a single-site, randomized 12-month-long study with healthcare providers examining 
the efficacy of different text messaging styles to engage in care 230 viremic (HIV+ w detectable viral load) 
patients from a vulnerable, housing-insecure (50% unhoused in the 6 months prior to enrolment), 
polysubstance-using participant demographic.  

●​ Data and Metrics: Conducted both structured and semi-structured interviews, coded and analysed 
qualitative interview data. Tracked and contacted participants for baseline, 6-month, and 12-month 
interviews.  

 
Additional Experience and Volunteer Positions: 
Immigration Law Clerk ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ San Francisco, CA 
AIDS Legal Referral Panel (December 2016 – August 2017)​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

●​ ALRP provides a range of civil legal services at reduced or no cost to people living with HIV / AIDS in the SF 
Bay Area. 

●​ Managed workload of 6+ clients per week, from often LGBT, low-income, or substance-using demographic, to 
further asylum, legal residence, citizenship, Ryan White, HOPWA, ADA, & employment re-authorization cases. 

●​ Identified policy gap: Lack of coordination between agencies affected the health of undocumented & 
asylum-seeking immigrant communities. Needs identification led to ‘Getting to Zero with Deportation 
Defence’ project to connect attorneys, case managers, & clients (undocumented or asylee); Solicited input 
from individuals and organizations to develop programme; Laid out strategy to identify and develop 
partnerships; created position paper and timelines for roll-out within the budget priorities of SF’s mayor & 
Department of Public Health. 

●​ Interviewing: Intakes assessed persecution, human rights violations, & credible fear in Spanish and English 
for clients from Venezuela, Honduras, Mexico, Brasil, the Philippines, China, and elsewhere; Communicated 
with linguistic and cultural proficiency around clients’ personally sensitive experiences both orally and in 
writing. 

 
HIV and STI Test Counsellor  
AIDS Health Project (November 2014 – August 2017)​ ​ ​  

●​ AHP supports the mental health & well-being of the LGBTQ and HIV-affected communities in San Francisco. 
●​ Counselling: Performed client-centred and harm-reduction HIV test counselling, rapid antibody & p24 

antigen tests. 
●​ Identified policy & research gap: Conceived & deployed a two-month research survey to 130 clients 

assessing beliefs about the term ‘undetectable’. Identified health myths & neighbourhoods for outreach. 
 
Clinician / Practitioner of Acupuncture, Visceral Osteopathy, and Chinese Herbal Medicine 
Private Practice (2010 – 2012) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Oxford, UK 
 
EDUCATION 
University of Oxford​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Oxford, UK 
M.Phil, Medical Anthropology.  2010 – 2012.   ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Marks: 63 (~3.7 GPA)  

●​ Thesis topic: Epidemiology and ethnography on mortality & extreme longevity in Italy & US Italian diaspora “Blue Zones” 
●​ Experience: Fieldwork, survey design, interviewing, data analysis; policy paper writing; global health economics. 
●​ Co-convener & presenter: Anthro Research Group on Eastern Medicines & Religions (Argo-EMR) (PhD student role) 
●​ Time management: Balanced academia with private clinical practice, bartending, college porter, & senior resident roles.  

 
New England School of Acupuncture (NESA)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Newton, MA 
Master of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (MAOM). 2006 – 2010​ ​ ​ ​ GPA:  3.7 (of 4.0) 
Dual Track  in Chinese and Japanese Acupuncture, Chinese Herbal Medicine  

https://bhocpartners.org/
https://www.c4tbh.org/program-review/connect4care/
https://www.alrp.org/
https://alliancehealthproject.ucsf.edu/
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●​ Pilot project in Dominican Republic focusing on integrating acupuncture and HIV care (2009). 
●​ Continuing education in Classical Chinese Medicine (J Yuen), Japanese Kanpō herbal medicine (N Dawes), Visceral 

osteopathy (J-P Barral) 
●​ Preliminary fieldwork in Ulaanbaatar and Altai Aimag, Mongolia on Post-Soviet Medical Systems (2008). 

 
State University of New York, Albany​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Albany, NY 
BA  Medieval & Renaissance Studies; Classical Greek & Roman Civilization. ​ ​ ​ GPA for Major: 3.7 

●​ Alpha Phi Omega service fraternity. 
 
Languages:  English, Spanish, French​ ​ Reading Knowledge:  Portuguese, Italian, German, Latin, NT Greek  
Software:  Dedoose, Qualtrics​ ​ Office: MS Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Outlook; Google Drive, Gmail 
Activities:  Ballet (Advanced level)​ ​ GRE Scores:  730 Verbal, 670 Quantitative, 6.0 Analytic Writing 
Professional Associations: National Coalition of STD Directors Policy Academy; Canadian Society for International Health 
 
 
RESEARCH and PUBLICATIONS.  
ORCID: 0000-0001-9561-6366 
 
Research Articles, First or Second Author (second authorship = JJP closely mentored first author).  
2026​ Johnson-Peretz J, et al. “Retaining versus Engaging Youth in HIV Care: Perspectives from a Qualitative Study among  

Youth living with HIV and their Care Providers in Kenya and Uganda” In publication; Journal of the International 
Association of Providers of AIDS Care (JIAPAC) 
 

2026​ Kakande E, Johnson-Peretz J, Abbott R, et al. “Perceived benefits of community-based TB preventive treatment in  
children in Uganda: ‘When she sees other children getting the same medication, she will feel not alone.” PLOS Global 
Public Health 

 
2025​ Camlin C & Onyango A, Johnson-Peretz J, Akatukwasa C, et al. “Early experiences with usage of long-acting injectable  

cabotegravir (CAB-LA) among adults in rural Ugandan and Kenyan communities: Qualitative research from the SEARCH 
‘Dynamic Choice HIV Prevention’ intervention trial.”  Journal of the International AIDS Society (JIAS) 

 
2025​ Johnson-Peretz J, Akatukwasa C, Arunga T, et al “HIV status disclosure motivations among youth living with HIV in rural  

Kenya and Uganda: ‘You can’t just trust everyone.’” Social Science & Medicine: Qualitative Research in Health 
 
2025​ Johnson-Peretz J, Onyango A, Akatukwasa C, et al. “Trajectories to HIV viral suppression and non-suppression: Case  

studies from rural East African adolescents and young adults in the SEARCH-Youth trial.” Journal of the International 
Association of Providers of AIDS Care (JIAPAC).  

 
2025​ Johnson-Peretz J & Mawngwa F, et al. “The effect of a life stage assessment on depression as reported by youth living  

with HIV in Kenya and Uganda: Results from the SEARCH-Youth Intervention”. Tropical Medicine and Infectious Disease 
(Special Collection: Adolescent HIV Continuum of Care and Transition: Successes, Challenges, Outcomes, Interventions). 

 
2025​ Akatukwasa C, Johnson-Peretz J, Atwine F, et al. “Community Perspectives on Optimizing Community Health Volunteer  

Roles for HIV Prevention Services in Kenya and Uganda.” AIDS Patient Care and STDs. 
 
2024​ Johnson-Peretz J, Christian C, Akatukwasa C, et al. “Five lessons from a mid-level health manager intervention to  

increase uptake of tuberculosis prevention therapy in Uganda: “It is a completely different thing to implement what you 
know.” Global Health Action. Requested 29  times in first six months of publication (per eScholarship) 
 

2024​ Camlin C & Arunga T, Johnson-Peretz J, et al. “Client experiences with ‘Dynamic Choice Prevention’, a model for flexible  
patient-centered HIV prevention delivery in rural Eastern Africa.” Journal of the International AIDS Society (JIAS). 
 

2024​ Johnson-Peretz J, Onyango A, Gutin S, et al. “Clinical implications of HIV treatment and prevention for polygamous  
families in Kenya and Uganda: ‘My co-wife is the one who used to encourage me’”. Journal of the International Association 
of Providers of AIDS Care (JIAPAC). Requested 94 times in first year of publication (per eScholarship) 

 
2024​ Johnson-Peretz J, Atwine F, Kamya M, et al. “Illness Narratives without the Illness: Biomedical HIV Prevention Narratives  

from East Africa”. Journal of Medical Humanities. Requested 33 times in first six months of publication (per eScholarship) 
 

2024​ Owino L, Johnson-Peretz J, Lee J, et al.  “Exploring HIV risk perceptions among youth in a test-and-treat trial in Kenya  
and Uganda” PLOS Global Public Health. Requested 57 times in first year of publication (per eScholarship) 
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2024​ Johnson-Peretz J, Arunga T, Lee J, et al. “Remote and Equitable Inductive Analysis for Global Health Teams: Using  

Digital Tools to foster Equity and Collaboration in Qualitative Global Health Research via the R-EIGHT Method”.  
International Journal of Qualitative Methods. 

 
2023​ Johnson-Peretz J, Chamie G, Kakande E, et al. “Geographical, social, and political contexts of tuberculosis control and  

intervention, as reported by mid-level health managers in Uganda: ‘The activity around town’.” Social Science & Medicine. 
 
2022​ Johnson-Peretz J, Lebu S, Akatukwasa C, et al. “‘I was still very young’: Agency, Stigma, and Strategic Antiretroviral  

Therapy for School-going Youth in Rural Africa, Baseline Results of a Qualitative Study” Journal of the International AIDS 
Society (JIAS). 
 

2021​ Finneran K, Johnson Peretz J, Blemur D, et al. “‘That’s Only for Women’: The Importance of Educating HIV-Positive  
Sexual Minority Men on HPV and High Resolution Anoscopy (HRA).” Journal of the International Association of Providers of 
AIDS Care (JIAPAC). 
 

2017​ Johnson-Peretz J. “'In reference to HIV, what does "undetectable" mean to you?’:  Results of a small survey at an HIV  
testing site in San Francisco.” SocArXiv, 26 July 2017.  http://doi.org/10.17605/OSF.IO/8V9UP   

 
2015​ Beck J, Johnson Peretz J, Ayala G.  Services Under Siege.  Global Forum on MSMs and HIV.  ​
​ Accessible at: msmgf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/MSMGF-ViolenceBrief9_Final-120215.pdf   
 
Research Articles, Contributing Author 
2025​ Kakande E, Balzer L, Kabami J, et al. "Feasibility, and acceptability of persons on long-acting cabotegravir for HIV  

prevention in the SEARCH Dynamic Choice HIV Prevention trial extension in rural Kenya and Uganda: a longitudinal 
cohort study." Journal of the International AIDS Society (JIAS) 

​  
2024​ Christian C, Kakande E, Nahurira V, et al. “Mid-level managers’ perspectives on implementing isoniazid preventive  

therapy for people living with HIV in Ugandan Health Districts: A Qualitative Study.” BMC Health Services Research. 
 

2023​ Maeri I, Eyul P, Getahun M, et al.  “‘Nothing about us without us’: Community-based participatory research approaches to  
improve HIV care for mobile patients in Kenya and Uganda.” Social Science and Medicine (SSM). 

 
2022​ Kakande E, Christian C, Balzer L, et al. “A mid-level health manager intervention to promote uptake of isoniazid  

preventive therapy among people with HIV in Uganda: a cluster randomised trial.” Lancet HIV, Vol 9, Issue 9. 
 

2018​ Christopoulos K, Riley E, Carrico A, et al. “A Randomized Controlled Trial of a Text Messaging Intervention to Promote  
Virologic Suppression and Retention in Care in an Urban Safety-Net Human Immunodeficiency Virus Clinic: The 
Connect4Care Trial.” Clinical Infectious Diseases, Vol 67, Issue 5. 

 
Under Review, First or Co-First Author 
2025​ Owino L, Johnson-Peretz J, et al. “Family Contributions to Youth Engagement in HIV Care: Qualitative Results from the  

SEARCH-Youth Trial” [Revised and under second review; AIDS Care] 
 
2025​ Johnson-Peretz J, Christian C, Akatukwasa C, et al. “The Big Drum Speaks: Qualitative findings from a training to  

increase management skills among District Health Officers during an IPT rollout for PLHIV in Southwest and East-Central 
Uganda.” [Revised and under second review: SSM-Health Systems; pre-print available] 

 
2025​ Johnson-Peretz J, Mutabazi A, et al. “The acceptability of a telehealth and community-based care model for  

moderate-to-severe hypertension in rural communities in Kenya and Uganda” [Revised and under second review: PLOS 
One; pre-print available] 

 
2025​ Johnson-Peretz J & Ayieko J, et al. “Participant perspectives on a person-centred care model for mobile individuals in  

HIV care from the SEARCH Dynamic Choice Treatment trial in rural Kenya and Uganda” [Revised and under second 
review:  PLOS One] 

 
2025​ Arunga T, Johnson-Peretz J, et al. “Seroconversion  among women enrolled in the SEARCH Dynamic Choice HIV  

Prevention study in rural Uganda and Kenya— a qualitative study”  [Under co-author review: proposed journal PLOS One] 
 

2025​ Akatukwasa C, Johnson-Peretz J, et al. “Mechanisms of Resilience among Youths living with HIV: Experiences from the  
SEARCH Youth intervention in Kenya and Uganda.” [Under co-author review; proposed journal Social Science & Medicine] 

 

http://doi.org/10.17605/OSF.IO/8V9UP
http://msmgf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/MSMGF-ViolenceBrief9_Final-120215.pdf
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2025​ Johnson-Peretz J, Arunga T, et al. “Post-HIV-seroconversion needs of women in an HIV Dynamic Choice Prevention Trial  

in rural Kenya and Uganda”  [Under co-author review; proposed journal: AIDS Care] 
 
2025​ Johnson-Peretz J, et al. “Stratifying mobile populations in rural Kenya and Uganda: Qualitative results from the SEARCH  

Dynamic Choice Treatment trial for mobile individuals in HIV care” [Under co-author review; proposed journal: TBD] 
 

2025​ Johnson-Peretz J, Byamukana A, et al. “​​Explanatory Models and Practices of the Self: Approaches to understanding  
hypertension self-care from a community telehealth intervention in rural Kenya and Uganda, or  ‘Rules for Healthy 
Living.’” [Under co-author review; proposed journal:  Social Science & Medicine] 

 
In Preparation, First or Co-First Author 
2026​ Johnson-Peretz J, Onyango A, et al. “Perceptions, attitudes, and preferences towards HIV-only versus multi-disease  

mobilisation strategies at drinking venues to promote HIV screening and prevention in rural Kenya and Uganda: 
Qualitative results from the SEARCH-OPAL study.”  [In preparation; proposed journal: TBD] 
 

 
2026​ Johnson-Peretz J, Mutabzi A, Byamukana A, et al. “Community beliefs and provider advice regarding hypertension care 

during a telehealth intervention for moderate-to-severe hypertension in rural Kenya and Uganda: Legitimating 
distinction in a field of options.”   [In preparation; proposed journal: Sociology of Health and Illness] 

 
2026​ Johnson-Peretz J, Arunga T, et al. “Bronfenbrenner and a Medical Anthropology of Practice” [In preparation; proposed  

journal:  Medical Anthropology Quarterly (MAQ) or American Journal of Public Health (AJPH)] 
 
2026​ Johnson-Peretz J, Akatukwasa C, Camlin CS. “Identifying Social Mechanisms and Pathways of Action in Qualitative  

Clinical Intervention Studies” [In preparation; proposed journal: TBD] 
 
2026​ Johnson-Peretz J, et al. “Provider Perspectives on a Patient-centred, Differentiated Care Model for HIV Treatment and  

Prevention in rural Kenya and Uganda: Qualitative Results from the SEARCH-SAPPHIRE Trial.” [In preparation; proposed 
journal: TBD] 

 
2025​ Johnson-Peretz J. “Political Determinants of Health: Lessons from the Legal Construction of the HIV Model of Care” [In  

preparation; proposed journal: Journal of Law and Political Economy.] 
 
Book Reviews 
2018​ Johnson-Peretz J. “Consent in the era of #MeToo”: Review of Fischel 2016, Sex and Harm in the Age of Consent & Erlich et  

al’s Discursive Constructions of  Consent in the Legal Process.  PoLAR:  Political and Legal Anthropology Review. 
 
2016​ Johnson-Peretz J. Review of Susan Reynolds Whyte’s Second Chances, Surviving AIDS in Uganda. Somatosphere. 
 
2015​ Johnson-Peretz J. Review of Seth Holmes’ Fresh Fruit, Broken Bodies. Centre for Medical Humanities, Durham University. 
 
Selected Presentations  
2023/25​ R-EIGHT Method (Qualitative Working Group, UCSF, USA; Qualitative working group, Warwick University, UK) 
2019​ Visual Display of Qualitative Data (Qualitative Working Group, UCSF) 
2010​ Ethics of Acupuncture & Choice of Medical Paradigm: When Patients Object to Allopathic Cancer Treatment 
 


